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from 1 Peter 2.9-12

% y Wil ot || Ll Ko/ 9Byt you are a chosen race, a royal
| LI priesthood, a holy nation, a people
R

for His own possession, that you

may proclaim the excellencies of

Him who called you out of darkness

into His marvelous light. '© Once you

were not a people, but now you are
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.

"Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from
the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. ?Keep
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God on the day of visitation.

In His sovereign purpose God equips a person for the task to
which He calls him or her. Until | was 30, in 1990, | did not sense a
palpable call of God to be a pastor. Yet God prepared me to be a
pastor in 2022 by moving me to Adelaide, South Australia in 1971.
Being “different” among a people with whom | shared the same
language, education and culture has proved invaluable for pastoral
ministry. Though long gone and possessing honey-colored memo-
ries dripping in nostalgia, nonetheless, | still carry the most im-
portant life lesson God taught me in Adelaide. What still rings ut-
terly true after 50 years? Do not fear to stand apart. Do not fear to
be different. Do not fear to be labeled. Do not fear to be excluded.
Do not fear to explain yourself. Do not fear to be disbelieved ... or
worse. Just ... do not fear.

Striving for acceptance from others is like climbing a greased
pole. Pointless. A waste of time and energy. The church does not
need the approval of the world. Striving after it is wasted effort.
The church needs to embrace it’s identity as “sojourners and ex-
iles” in a fallen world. That’s the gift we give to the world. We
demonstrate this world is NOT all there is to life.
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Pray for wisdom, clarity and trust in the Lord
as Deanna:

- Goes through changes in the CRU team.
-Continues mourning her uncle’s passing with
her father (Ted Kustas) and his siblings
-Looks for the reason she is having reactions
from her new apartment and how to deal with
them once discovered
Rejoice with her over a new apartment!
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